“Alive N Kickin”

Anokijig Growing Up

Of those new campers over 900
came to camp because a friend or
relative recommended they give
Anokijig a try. Who better to
know how great an Anokijig
experience is than those that have
been there. We want to continue
that trend far into the future and to
do so we’re giving you a new tool.
You may have noticed that this
newsletter is just a bit bigger than
in the past. We’ve added an extra
“pull out flyer” to the center so
that you can easily pass on all that
great Anokijig information to your
friends, family, and coworkers.
Hopefully, this new tool will help
spread that Anokijig Spirit even
further.
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We’ve also had positive changes
in how we do things at camp.
2017 saw the addition of another
fulltime program position, new
summer program coordinators, a
cook and new supplies dedicated
to special diet preparations, and
more summer staff. We’ve
increased the amount and variety
of fruits and vegetables in our
meals, added new meal
selections, and are in a large push
to make many more items from
scratch. Plus, I’m happy to report
that we have finally found a
reasonably priced environmentally
friendly replacement for foam
beach party plates. These are just
a few of the many things that are
now working to help make the
Anokijig experience even better.
Lately I’ve been fond of describing Anokijig as an organization as
being in a sort of maturing phase.
Similar to the one you experience
when you graduate college and
become a professional. Friends
of Camp Anokijig Inc, is going
into its 13th season of operating as
an independent camp. In that time
we’ve had a great deal of success
and growth and learned a great
deal. Now we want to ensure that
our organization is ready to maintain that success long into the
future. To that end we’ve done
some high level thinking and
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planning for our organization as a
whole. Our board of Directors and
staff are currently involved in a
governance project looking at
what changes in things like organizational structure, facilities, finances, and fundraising will help
to sustain Anokijig going forward.
For 2018 we look forward to
even more positive changes. There
is a new solar demonstration
project in the works. A long
awaited summer staff lounge has
just been realized thanks to our
successful #GivingTuesday
campaign. Additional staff
positions are in the works, as are
more facility upgrades. We are
even going to physically get 40+
acres bigger! In January 2018 we
will be taking ownership of a farm
property currently on our NorthEastern border. This will give us
more hay/pasture land, staff
housing, a 4 car garage (soon to
be a long awaited heated work
shop), two barns the same size as
our current one; one equipped
with winter horse stalls, as well as
a sand riding ring.

www.anokijig.com

2017 brought 2479 different
campers to the shores of Little
Elkhart who collectively enjoyed
2821 camp experiences. That’s
143 more campers than 2016.
Another record year! The word is
out. Anokijig is the place to be in
the summer.1352 of those were
brand new campers getting their
first taste of that Anokijig Spirit.
A spirit that is alive and well
thanks to the efforts of hundreds
of dedicated staff and volunteers.
All of whom can take pride in
their service to Anokijig and its
campers.

This little change to our
newsletter is just one of many
positive changes that came to
Anokijig this year. You’ll read
more detail in future pages but I
thought I’d give you glimpse.
We’ve had physical improvements
like new windows in the craft
shop, a new bus, new exhaust fans
in the kitchen and western lodge,
new swim and boating piers, new
barn roof, addition of a pond
aeration system at Macs pond,
and much more.

920-893-0782

About a year ago I wrote in this
newsletter about taking the helm
of this great ship we call Anokijig.
I’m here to report that the 2017
cruise was awesome. We saw new
things and had wonderful new
experiences.

Fall/Winter 2017-2018

ANOKIJIG ARROWHEAD

As I look out the window from
my winter office in the Health
Lodge the first snow of the season
is landing which signals that
another season of Anokijig is in
the history books. Our 92nd chapter was definitely a great one.

In short, we’ve been growing and
developing in many areas of
camp. All with the singular goal
of continuing to provide the best
experience to Anokijig campers
that they can imagine. That's what
this is all about. In the end
Anokijig will continue in its motto
of “ WE SERVE.”
I leave you now to enjoy the rest
of the Arrowhead with the hope
that 2018 will be as great a year
for you and yours as we are
planning here. The ship is headed
full-steam toward 2018. Hopefully
you’ll come along for the ride!
Take Care.
Darin Holden,
Executive Director
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Letter from the Editor
This is my favorite time of year. I love all the holiday lights and decorations, the food, the cheesy movies, and most
importantly, the time with family. My family is my support system, the foundation on which I stand. Without their
strength and light, the world becomes a much more challenging place.
In my time at Anokijig, I’ve found a second home. When things look bleak,
Camp stands as a beacon, a candle to light the way. You could not ask for a
stronger support system than the Anokijig Family. And so, from our Family to
yours, we wish you a very bright and happy Holiday season! Enjoy this edition
of the Fall/Winter Anokijig Arrowhead!

Meet the Dream Team!
To finish up our Team introductions from the Spring/Summer newsletter, meet Rick, Scott, and Preston!
Rick Geiger
Food Service Director
Hello Anokijig: For those of you who don’t know me I am the newly appointed
Food Service Director at Camp. Can anyone guess where my first cooking job
was at 16? If you guessed Anokijig, you would be correct. From 1982 (the year
“On the Loose” was introduced to camp) until the end of summer 1984. A few
years ago I returned to my favorite place on earth to volunteer as an EMT in the
Health Lodge during week 8. This year, in September, I was offered and
accepted the opportunity to, as I call it, “Come Home Again.” I look forward to
writing and cooking wholesome menu’s, as free of processed and instant food as the physical limitations of the kitchen
will allow. For now, the Western Kitchen has been put to bed, and I can be found in the small kitchen of Health Lodge,
keeping the Spirit of Anokijig burning through the winter. Close your eyes for just a few seconds: Can you hear the
hopper bell ringing? Can you smell the French Toast? Send an Email to rickg@anokijig.net tell me your 2 favorite menu
items, and your 2 least favorite menu items and what you would like them replaced with. Stay Safe and See Ya Soon
Scott Stewart
Facility, Ranch and Farm Director
I have been with Anokijig for over 34 years now, working with the horses and the land,
keeping the buildings and structures in shape. There’s a lot that happens in the
background to make things run smoothly that the campers don’t always see. It takes a
team!
I watched my two daughters grow up at Camp. I see the great value in the Anokijig
experience, and I know that my daughters now share the same passion for this place
that has kept me here for so many years. I look forward to continuing to work to keep
Anokijig on its feet, ready for the many campers to come.
Preston Shoup
Maintenance Assistant
As Maintenance Assistant, there isn’t a dull day. For years I’ve been behind the
scenes and upfront in the action. There is always something to do and take care
of to be ready for the next group to enjoy the atmosphere of the never-ending
Anokijig spirit. Cleaning and maintaining the Camp is a nonstop process.
Through Summer Camp, Family Camp, Weekend Outings, Anokijig will be the
place you will always want to come back to.
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Let it snow, Let it snow, Let it snow

Allison Scherer
Development Director

Mini Golf Course
Thanks to several of our generous donors,
we are putting in a 9-hole, natural Mini
Golf Course! Grab your putters! The new
course will be on the hill below the Arts &
Crafts building. Stop by next summer to
practice your swing!

for our guests and for our cooks!

Day Trips

Automated Giving Program

We’ll be offering several new Day Trips
this year for summer camp! See below:

Keep your eyes peeled for more news
about our up and coming Automated Aerial Adventure Course: (NEW Zoo,
Monthly Giving Program!! We are excited Suamico, WI)
to bring you the opportunity to give to a
Day
trippers
place
near
and
dear
to
your
heart,
without
will
take
the
A snapshot of one of the holes 
breaking the bank! We will be announcing
traditional ropes
the launch of this program next year.
course to new
heights on this
progressive, 16Swim Pier
element aerial
The old swim pier has faithfully floated for
course, includalmost 50 years, but it’s time for some
ing rock walls
R&R. A big thanks to several of our wonand slack lines,
derful donors for getting us the funds to
then race down
purchase a new swim pier! It will be the
the 1,000-foot
same kind of design as the old and should
dual zip line,
last us another 50 years.
New Flatbed Truck
reaching speeds
A group of supporters from Safway Serup to 40mph.
vices, LLC donated a big and beautiful
flatbed truck to Camp! Huge thank you to
Bay Beach Amusement Park: (Green
everyone involved! The truck has already
Bay, WI)
proved very helpful in putting Camp to bed
It’s time for
for the winter!
the next generation
of
kids to experience the
thrill of all
our favorite
Out with the old 
rides includIn with the new  !
ing the Tilt-aWhirl, Scrambler, bumper cars, and even Elvis Presley’s
favorite rollercoaster, the Zippin Pippin.

Western Lodge Ventilation
Thanks to the annual Corvette Auction
organized by Dan Binks and the Pratt &
Miller Racing Team, we have installed all
new ventilation fans in Western! No more
unbearably hot meals in the summer, both

Inflatable Aqua Park: (Fond du Lac,
WI) Back by popular demand!
All your favorite aquatic inflatables in one
place! Climb, slide, and bounce your way
through an afternoon at the inflatable waterpark.

Laughter in the Woods & Fallapalooza
It was another fantastic year for Laughter and Fallapalooza! Through these two
events, we raised over $42,000 toward Camp Scholarships for children and youth!
Wow! A GIANT thank you to everyone who participated in making a difference for
children and youth!
Laughter in the Woods is an annual dinner theater with both silent and live auctions,
and Fallapalooza is a family fun day filled with Camp activities. If you’d like to join
us next September for either event, keep an eye on our website under “Beyond
Summer Camp” and “Upcoming Events” for more information.

A big thank you to our Diamond level Event Sponsors,
Johnsonville and the Binks Family!!
A N O K I J I G A R R OW HE A D

The Binks
Family
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It’s the most Wonderful Time of the Year!

So, What’s New?

Support Anokijig and Make a Difference!
If you have been to Anokijig, you know that Camp can be a life-changing experience. When you’re at Camp, you are
surrounded by nature, and you learn to deeply enjoy and appreciate the
outdoors. You are faced with new situations that encourage the growth of
soft skills like respect, self-confidence, independence, and leadership. You
have the opportunity to learn all kinds of new skills that can lead to lifelong
hobbies, and even career pursuits. A week at Anokijig can be eye-opening
and can point a child down the path toward a fulfilling and productive future.
Whew, those are some strong statements! It’s a lot to ask of any camp, which
is why we depend on friends like you to be our partners, working toward our
mission of serving children and youth, helping us to bring one more smile to
one more face. Join us this year in maintaining Camp as a place for children
to grow.
We will never turn down a gift, but if you are looking for other ways to help,
there are many opportunities!
Employer Matching Programs
Many companies offer matching programs to their employees. These employers
will match any donation you give to Camp with their own! You can double the
impact of your gift to the children of Anokijig! Make sure to check with your
employer to see if they offer matching programs.
Program Sponsorships
Camp offers the opportunity to support your favorite program! Maybe you (or
a loved one) spent all your time at the Waterfront or at the Corral, and you
want to give to that program specifically. You can do so through a yearly Program Sponsorship. As a Program Sponsor, a routed wood sign with your name
will hang at the program of choice for a year. This is also a great way to surprise an Anokijig Alumnus for the Holidays!
For more information on Program Sponsorships, contact Allison at
allisons@anokijig.net, or call (920) 893-0782.
NOTE: only certain programs are available for sponsorships and each has a
minimum gift based on program needs.
In-Kind Donations
Camp is always in need of stuff. Vehicles, mowers, boats, you name it! If you
have an item you think Camp might be interested in, give us a call!
Estate Plans
We ask that you think of Anokijig in your estate plans. It is never an easy topic to discuss, but including Camp can make
a huge difference for Anokijig. Past estate gifts have allowed us to make great leaps forward in serving youth and
children.

As always, thank you so much for your friendship and support! We could not do it without you!
Camp Anokijig is owned and operated by The Friends of Camp Anokijig, Inc., a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation.
All donations made to Anokijig are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.
If you would like to give to Camp this year, fill out the included form in the back of this newsletter
and mail it to Anokijig along with your gift. For a faster option, check out our website at
www.anokijig.com/we-serve/donate-online or give us a call at (920) 893-0782.
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Send us your favorite camp photo, and you might see it in our next newsletter collage!

A N O K I J I G A R R OW HE A D

920-893-0782 www.anokijig.com

Making memories since 1926
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From the Anokijig Family
In our Spring/Summer newsletter earlier this year, we included a story about how the
first horses came to Anokijig, and to our delight, we heard back from the head wrangler
on that very ride! Don Jensen, known as “Jinkers,” led the group of ragtag teenagers in
riding the wild herd of Anokijig’s first horses through Plymouth!
“It was 1943 and Ray Vance was attending a conference at the National YMCA
camp in Colorado. While there he contracted for a rail car of "broken" horses
from a local rancher. When it came time to ship a local flood prevented access to
the chosen group so the rancher substituted others not so broken.
When they arrived in Plymouth we were to herd them to Camp. It was an
adventure for sure. The horses were half wild --the head wrangler was 16 years
old (me), and the cowboys were junior camp councilors with limited riding
skills. Great memories from years at Camp Anokijig...” -Don Jensen
Thanks for sharing your story with us, Don!! Can’t imagine the crazy excitement and
adrenaline on that first ride!

We want to hear YOUR Anokijig stories!
Send stories and pictures to Allison at allisons@anokijig.net

“Jinkers” with Storm Cloud

#GivingTuesday
Our seasonal staff work so hard to make Camp
the ultimate experience for our campers, and
we feel it is very important to remember and
actively support them. This year, we reached
out via Facebook to raise funds for
#GivingTuesday to support our summer staff .
And to our excitement, the call was answered!
A HUGE shout-out to everyone who participated in #GivingTuesday this year! We blew
right past our goal of $1,000 and reached a
total of $2,305! Absolutely incredible!
Throughout the day, as we hit benchmarks toward our goal, the program staff faced challenges that were streamed live on Facebook. If
you haven’t seen the videos, check out the Anokijig Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/anokijig !!
Thanks to our wonderful donors, we raised $1,000 to buy a staff lounge
tent for the summer! With the rest of the funds raised, we will also be
able to add flooring to the tent. Camp will outfit the space with furniture and electric as well. This
will give our staff a place to have some “me-time” to relax and recuperate, allowing them to give
their campers 100% of their attention when they are working.
To all of you who participated in #GivingTuesday, THANK YOU!! We could not have done
it without you!
If you are interested in joining us for #GivingTuesday next year,
make sure to follow the Anokijig Facebook page and put November 27th, 2018 on the calendar!
A N O K I J I G A R R OW HE A D
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Odds & Ends
We Want Updates from YOU!
We want to hear your news (weddings, babies,
graduations, etc.) so we can share it with the rest
of the Anokijig family in our next Arrowhead.
Send all updates, stories, and pictures to our
Development Director, Allison, at
allisons@anokijig.net

2017 Anokijig Dates to remember









Tube-A-Thon ................ ......... …......Jan. 5-7
Racine Rotary Vegas Night………….Feb 17
First Work Weekend ..... …… . … Mar.23-25
Memorial Family Weekend .... …May. 25-28
Lifeguard Training ........ ......... …May. 28-30
Sr. Staff Training .......... …….May 29-June 1
Jr. Staff Training ........... ......... …….June 3-8
First Day of Summer Camp…………June 10

If you would like to sign up for
email updates, scan the QR code or
send an email to
allisons@anokijig.net!
Be sure to Like our Facebook page
at facebook.com/Anokijig to keep up
with all the day-to-day events and
activities, keep track of your camp
friends, and more...

Year-End Trading Post Sale
No need to leave the couch to take advantage of
these SWEET savings! Find that one-of-a-kind gift or unique
camp item to keep the spirit of Anokijig alive all year round! Take advantage of up to 50% off savings and
wrap up a little Anokijig this holiday season. Visit tradingpost.anokijig.com to place your order.

Together, We Will Change Young Lives!

WinterNewsletter’17

Yes, I will join the Anokijig Team in serving kids!

Enclosed Gift: $25 $50 $100 $250 $500 Other_____________
Payment Method

Name: ______________________________________________

1) Credit Card

Address: ____________________________________________

MasterCard Visa Discover Am. Express

Address Line 2:________________________________________

Card Number: ____________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________

Expires: ___________________________________________________

State: _______________ Zip: ________________

Signature: _________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________

2) Check

Phone No: ___________________________________________

Enclosed is a check made out to Camp Anokijig.

Donate online at www.anokijig.com
Under the tab “Ways to Help,” look for “Donate Online”
THANK YOU!! Camp Anokijig  W5639 Anokijig Lane  Plymouth, WI 53073  920-893-0782
A N O K I J I G A R R OW HE A D
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CAMP ANOKIJIG
W5639 ANOKIJIG LN
PLYMOUTH, WI 53073
www.anokijig.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Especially for:

Save a tree! Sign up to get your Anokijig Arrowhead online. Email or Call the Anokijig office to join the online list.

